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About me:

https://ictr.wisc.edu/service/grant-editing-services/



Learning 
Objectives

1. Understand biosketch sections
2. Tips & Best Practices
3. Q&A 
4. Time to work on your biosketch 



What is a Biosketch? 

The 1st opportunity to show the reviewers details about you and 
your qualifications for your role in this application 

Comes long before your Specific Aims and Research Plan in the application

Set a positive about yourself to the reviewers



What is a Biosketch? 

An area for applicants to… 
• Describe the magnitude and 

significant of their scientific 
contributions (including publications)

• Provide detailed information about 
their research experience in the 
context of the proposed project



What is a Biosketch? 

• Each senior/key personnel and other significant contributors on 
a grant application must submit a biosketch 

• Some funding opportunities/programs may 
request biosketches from additional personnel 
like participating faculty for institutional training 
awards

• Always check your RFA! 



Biosketch Basics – Key Components

Section A. Personal Statement 
Section B. Position, Scientific appointments, and Honors
Section C. Contributions to Science 
Section D. Scholastic Performance **

• Was required for a fellowship-focused biosketch
• Check to see if your fellowship-type grant still requires it



Section A: Personal Statement

• Opportunity to tell a compelling, but short, story about you to 
sell yourselves to the reviewers. 

• Limit to 1 page, but 0.5 page will suffice

• Think about starting with:
• “I am uniquely qualified to lead this (K08, F32, R01, etc.) proposal 

because…”

• Show your strengths



Section A: Personal Statement

Briefly describe why you are well-suited for your role(s) in this 
project. 

Relevant factors may include:
• Aspects of your training
• Previous experimental work on this specific topic or related topics
• Technical experience
• Collaborators or scientific environment
• Past performance in this or related fields

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Articulate how your qualifications and past performance align with your role on the proposed project. The personal statement is an excellent space to frame the research problem that lies at the heart of the proposal and to tell reviewers how the project will make meaningful contributions to the field. But it also gives you space to market yourself. Utilize the personal statement to tell reviewers how your training and academic accomplishments make you the right person at the right time to fill your specific role on the team.

In Section A. if you elect to highlight ongoing and completed projects from the last 3 years, be strategic and cite projects that are most relevant to the project at hand. Include a sentence or two that explains to reviewers why you chose to highlight those specific projects. Perhaps those projects gave you the opportunity to develop research methods, determine feasibility, generate preliminary data, or otherwise leverage a unique skill set that will benefit the proposed project.





Section A: Personal Statement

Relevant factors may include (cont.):
• Factors that affected your past productivity

• Family care responsibilities
• Illness/Disability
• Military service
• Industry employment

• Published or created research products under another name 
• Specific contributions to science that are not included in Section C. 

Note: You may include information on ongoing and completed research 
projects from the last 3 years 



Section A: Personal Statement

Cite up to 4 publications or research products
• Research products can include, but not limited to:

• Audio or video products
• Conference proceedings (abstracts, posters, presentations)
• Patents
• Data and research materials
• Databases
• Educational aids or curricula
• Instruments or equipment
• Models
• Protocols
• Software or netware
• Interim research products (i.e., preprints) 



Section A: Personal Statement

Potential Structure Example 1

The NIH Biographical Sketch: Variations on a Theme by Robert Lawrence 2024

**the content of this 
paragraph will completely 

change for each 
application

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“the diagram I made below lays out how I would organize it into three paragraphs, with the third paragraph being completely different and specific for each NIH application.”



Section A: Personal Statement

Potential Structure Example 2

Albertine at Yale, Write a compelling NIH Biosketch; Personal Statement

Suitability for your role: 
What have you done to 
lead to this grant 
application? Written in 
present tense. Suitability of your team: 

What makes your team 
uniquely qualified for this 
grant application? Written in 
present tense. For K-type applications: 

Write where this application will 
lead. Describe suitability of your 
primary mentor and mentor-
team. Be specific with respect to 
the next grant, limiting focus to 
the next 5-years after this grant 
is complete. 



Section A: Personal Statement

Common weaknesses

Written about:
• Grant application instead of your qualifications
• Generically – information provided not tied to application
• Chronological events not tied to this application

Failure to:
• Write qualifications of your research team, primary mentor, 

and/or mentoring team
• Follow instructions (e.g., listing more than 4 publications)
• Using vague qualifiers like “hope”, “believe”, “wish”, etc.



Section A: Personal Statement
How to write:
• Make it engaging to read
• Be enthusiastic!
• Use active language 
• Be precise
• Do not use jargon
• Avoid abbreviations (if used, define them)
• Seek input and revise

Then revise again… and again… and again!



Section B. Position, Scientific 
Appointments, and Honors
List relevant academic and professional achievements and honors. 
Students, postdocs, junior faculty Clinicians

Scholarships, traineeships, fellowships, 
development awards

Information on clinical licensures and specialty 
board certifications



Section B. Position, Scientific 
Appointments, and Honors
List in reverse chronological order 
List all current positions and scientific appointments 
• Include both domestic and 

foreign (entities and 
governments), titled 
academic, professional, or 
institutional appointments, 
(e.g., full-time, part-time, 
or voluntary; including 
adjunct, visiting, or 
honorary) 



Section C. Contributions to Science

Briefly describe up to 5 of your most significant contributions to 
science. 
• For each contribution, indicate the following:

• Historical background that frames the scientific problem
• The central finding(s)
• Influence of the finding(s) on the progress of science or the application of those 

finding(s) to health or technology 
• Your specific role in the described work

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Section C. Contributions to Science, consider what story you want to tell your reviewers. There is no singular “right way” to organize this section of a biosketch, but there are approaches that work well. Consider organizing your contributions by career phase – e.g. graduate research, postdoctoral scholarship, faculty research – using a narrative style to engage readers in your journey as an investigator. Alternatively, a descriptive writing style can be used to group contributions by scientific foci, methods, or public health relevance. Whatever approach you choose, be selective about the contributions – and citations listed. Most importantly, keep in mind that while the NIH instructions allow for a biosketch to include up to five (5) contributions, reviewers tend to base their expectations on the individual’s seniority. Focus the contributions on relevant accomplishments and expertise – and choose quality over quantity.




Section C. Contributions to Science

For each contribution:
• No longer than half a page, including citations
• Cite up to 4 publications or research products that are relevant to the 

contribution 
• If you are not the author of the product, indicate what your role or 

contribution was
• Note that while you may mention manuscripts that have not yet been 

accepted for publication as part of your contribution, you may cite only 
published papers to support each contribution

• You are allowed to cite interim research products (i.e., preprints)



Section C. Contributions to Science
Organization:
Trainees may organize contributions according to training periods
• 1. Undergrad project, 2. Grad project, 3. Postdoc Project

Those more advanced in their careers have the flexibility to organize 
according to distinct projects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Trainees may want to organize these items according to their training periods (1. Undergrad project, 2. Grad project, 3. Postdoc project). Early-career faculty may want to focus on a few different aspects of their research focus for each of the items. And more established PIs usually have it organized according the distinct projects happening in their lab, or the ones from their past that are most relevant to the proposal.



Section C. Contributions to Science

You can include your My Bibliography at the end of this section if 
needed.

• If you don’t have one, set it up a MyNCBI account
• It is not required! Only useful once you start to have a collection 

of manuscripts later in your career

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you don’t have one already, set Up a MyNCBI account and create your My Bibliography list there so you can include a link to your full publication list, which you can include at the bottom of this section. 

It’s not required, but it’s a good way to demonstrate that you have way more publications than what you show on your biosketch (if that is the case). 



Section D. Scholastic Performance
This section is for
• Applicants for predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowships
• Applicants to dissertation research grants (e.g., R36)
• Candidates for research supplements to promote diversity in health-related 

research from the undergraduate through postdoctoral levels

Predocs (including undergrads & post grads) Postdocs

list by institution and year all undergrad and 
graduate courses, with grades

list by institution and year all graduate scientific 
and/or professional courses with grades

NOTE
• Explain any grading system used if differs from a 1-100 scale (i.e., A,B,C,D F system or a 

0-4.0 scale) 
• Indicate the levels required for a passing grade.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
May or may not be required by the grant you are applying for. Check the RFA before including. 



Section D. - Example

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No ongoing & completed research support should be listed. 



Tips & Best Practices



Compliance Make sure the biosketch has 
not expired! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure biosketch form has not expired! Check all other biosketches in your application for expiration dates. 
Always refer to the link for the most up to date instructions and forms. 



Compliance

Must use PMC reference number (PMCID) for all applicable 
papers

Merryle, R. & Hunt, M.C. (2020). Randomized clinical trial of cotinine in older people 
with nicotine use disorder. Age and Aging, 38(2), 9-23. PMCID: PMC9002364

• If PMCID is not yet available then PMCID: PMC Journal – In Process
• Track PMCIDs by adding the paper to My NCBI 
• ID Converter tool: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/tools/idconv/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Journals that use a PMID are indexed by PubMed, a database maintained by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) | (national institutes of health)'s National Library of Medicine. 



SciENcv: Science Expert Network 
Cirriculum Vitae

• Tool researchers can use to 
create and maintain biosketches

• Automatically format your 
biosketch according to NIH 
requirements, or easily reformats 
across organizations

• e.g., old NIH format to new NIH 
format; NIH format to NSF format



Don’t

Don’t use jargon
Don’t delete any text from the 
template 
Don’t add any sections or rename them
Don’t exceed 5 pages
Don’t include hyperlinks or URLS, 
except your link to .gov website for full 
publication list
Don’t add figures, tables, graphs
Don’t embed or attach files



Do 
Do use first person (I, me, we)
Do use active voice
Do use past tense
Do use font size 11 point or larger
Do use at least 0.5 inch margins
Do use recommended fonts: Arial, Georgia, Helvetica, 
or Palatino Linotype

Do bold your name where it appears in citations
Do check NIH website for updates before every 
submission! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use the first person (e.g. I, me, my, we) for the personal statement. Within the personal statement, you are speaking directly to reviewers about your background and experience – and that of your team of collaborators and/or mentors – so personalize this section by using first person.
Be sure to bold your name where it appears on your cited publications.



Reviewers Perspective

• Are you qualified to do the job?
• Is there a good match between your 

track record and the proposed 
research aims?

• Are you a good match for the type of 
grant you are submitting?

• History of publications
• Impact



Final Tips

• Tailor your biosketch, every time!
• Use language that makes your role on the project clear
• Your personal statement must reflect your role on that specific 

project
• Make it personal
• Review and REVISE
• Lastly, sell yourself!



Any Questions?
Feel free to contact me
Email: merems@wisc.edu



Section A. - Example
Background

Aspects of training

Collaborators

Factors affecting past productivity

Previous work on topic



Section C. - Example

Influence of Findings

Role

Central Findings

Historical Background
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