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Chris Crnich, MD, PhD is the Chief of Medicine and Hospital 
Epidemiologist at the William S. Middleton VA hospital and an Associate 
Professor of Medicine in the Division of Infectious Disease at the 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health. He has a 
general research interest in healthcare-associated infections among 
vulnerable elderly patients with a specific focus on antibiotic-resistance 
in long-term care facilities. He has received research funding from the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, and the Veterans Health Administration. His current research is 
focused on two areas: 1) implementation and evaluation of antibiotic stewardship 
interventions in skilled nursing facilities and 2) development and implementation of 
interventions to effectively reduce the cross-transmission of antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
between residents of skilled nursing facilities. 
Email: cjc@medicine.wisc.edu 

 
 

Nasia Safdar, MD, PhD is the Associate Chief of Staff for the Office of 
Research and Development at the Willliam S. Middleton Veterans 
Hospital. Dr. Safdar’s research focuses on healthcare-associated 
infections. She is the PI of the QUERI-partnered evaluation project and 
a PCORI grant to develop a panel of engaged Veterans with lived 
experience with an infection and build a shared research agenda in this 
area. 
Email: ns2@medicine.wisc.edu 

 
 

Aleksandra Zgierska, MD, PhD, FABFM, DFASAM is a tenure-track 
Assistant Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW) School 
of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Family Medicine and 
Community Health. She is board-certified in family medicine and 
addiction medicine; her clinical practice at UW Health focuses on the 
care of patients with addiction and chronic pain in primary care settings. 
For her work in the addiction medicine field, she was awarded a 
Distinguished Fellow title by the American Society of Addiction Medicine 

(ASAM) and recognized as one of the Madison Magazine’s Top Doctors in Dane County in 
2016 and 2018. Her federally-funded patient-centered outcomes research aims to enhance 
addiction and chronic pain care, and reduce opioid-related harms. She teaches students, 
residents and fellows in the UW family medicine residency and UW addiction medicine, pain 
medicine and research fellowships, and presents broadly on opioid therapy and addiction 
related topics. She is the Immediate-Past President of the Wisconsin Society of Addiction 
Medicine (WISAM), and a Board of Directors member of the WISAM and the ASAM.  
Email: aleksandra.zgierska@fammed.wisc.edu 
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