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Center for Oral and Systemic Health

A research center at Marshfield Clinic Research Institute that researches the 
interactions between oral and overall health, with the goal of translating actionable 
findings to patient care.

FA C T  S H E E T

Mission
The mission of the Center for Oral and Systemic 
Health is to lead and pave the future of integrating 
medical-dental care delivery, oral-systemic research, 
inter-professional education and practice management 
through the application of health informatics and 
information technology and applied, preventive and 
basic sciences to ultimately improve the patient health 
care experience, quality of patient care and lower per 
capita health care cost.

About Us
Research in the Center primarily focuses on the 
interconnection between oral health and systemic 
health, and how this impacts disease. Our Center also 
studies the integration of dental and primary medical 
care systems, along with oral health interventions 
designed to improve markers of systemic disease.

Contact
1000 N. Oak Ave., Marshfield, WI, 54449 
Phone: 715-389-4460   •   Fax: 715-389-3067 
marshfieldresearch.org/cosh

Social Media
Facebook: facebook.com/COSH.Research/

Twitter:   twitter.com/COSH_Research

Research Areas
•  Oral health informatics is a specialized area of clinical 

informatics focused on the use of biomedical/
dental data to support multidisciplinary craniofacial 
research (and education) in information technology, 
biomedical engineering and cognitive science.

•  Dental public health focuses on evaluating the 
oral health and health care needs of populations, 
including population-based dentistry, oral health 
surveillance, and community-level disease 
prevention and treatment.

•  Oral precision medicine is a data-driven approach 
to define personalized care delivery in the context 
of an individual’s genetic profile, clinical history, 
behavioral patterns, molecular profiles and 
environmental exposures that influence oral and 
systemic disease prevention and management. 

•  Dental clinical research focuses on testing interventions 
and initiatives that improve oral and/or systemic health, 
with a particular emphasis on translational research 
in the dental and primary care environments.

Facts and Figures
•  We received a Quality Innovator’s Spotlight by 

the Dental Quality Alliance for practice level 
improvement in 2019. This national recognition 
in dental care quality was in response to the 
Center’s focus on establishing an oral health quality 
improvement culture among dental providers and 
staff within Family Health Center of Marshfield and 
developing a dental quality analytics dashboard.  

•  The Center employed the first research dental 
hygienist at Marshfield Clinic Health System.  The 
research hygienist supports protocol design, clinical 
assessment of patients participating in clinical trials 
and contributes to the development of manuscripts.

•  A recent project piloting oral health examinations by 
primary care providers in two Marshfield Clinic Health 
System primary care clinics resulted in nearly 5,000 
new oral examinations for patients with diabetes, 
along with more than 600 referrals to see a dentist.


